Amiodarone: an emergency medicine perspective.
Amiodarone is a highly efficacious antiarrhythmic agent for many cardiac arrhythmias, ranging from atrial fibrillation to malignant ventricular rhythm disturbances. Significant interest has developed in recent years with the publication of randomized controlled trials supporting the efficacy of amiodarone over placebo and lignocaine for improving survival to hospital in patients with shock-resistant ventricular fibrillation. Amiodarone has complex pharmacological and pharmacokinetic properties. It has significant long-term adverse effects, but short-term administration of intravenous amiodarone is generally well tolerated. This article will explore issues related to the clinical use of amiodarone from an emergency medicine perspective.